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four years ago the prospects were of the gloomiest, but a certain amount of revival has recently taken place. In the weaving mills the output of the finer classes of goods is Increasing In greater proportion than that of what are called Grey Goods. But, taken as a whole, the progress of this industry in half a century has been neither as rapid nor as continuous as might have been wished. In fact, it has scarcely kept pace with the expansion of the population. It is doubtful, too, how far the social revolution which will be worked In the lives of the masses of the people, when once the factory system has taken a firm hold of the country, will really make for the greater happiness of the population, The alternative lies in the development of the hand-loom industry, if that Is at all possible In its formidable rivalry with steam. The introduction of the fly shuttle into hand - loom weaving, promises, on the authority of Mr E. B. Havell, to give a considerable chance to the Indian artisan in his competition with outside forces in the modern home market. The fly shuttle has been adopted in various centres, principally in Bengal, and the results are reported to be more economical and more efficient (besides the saving of time and labour) with its use, than with the use of the ordinary shuttle. I have seen the shuttle, but I have not been able to work out its practical superiority over its rivals by means of detailed experiment